The Newsletter of Drews Park Village Association Issue 48 Spring 2022

MARKET PLACE, DEVIZES
Drews News editior Lisa Penington

DEAR DREWS PARK RESIDENT…
Spring is finally on the way and as I write this,
the sun is shining and the gardens here at
Drews Park are looking lovely.
Many people have told me that they would like
to have some social events where they could
meet other residents apart from just meeting
on a trip to the bin stores! Over the last 2
years the COVID restrictions have made it
difficult to do communal or social activities at
Drews Park. However, this year, the DPVA, will
be arranging some events which I hope
residents will enjoy and support. The first is
an Easter Egg Hunt (see the poster in this
newsletter for details). The chocolate eggs are
piled up and ready, so I hope there is dry
Easter weather and a good turn-out for this
fun event. Ideas are also being put together
for a summer party to celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee and any suggestions or
offers of help would be very welcome.
It is going to be a busy year at Drews Park. Aster plan to carry out 2 major
maintenance projects this year. The redecoration work was started at the end
of last year, and the contractors completed 9 houses. Currently, Aster expects
that the remaining redecoration work will start in mid-April and that residents
will be contacted directly by Hankinsons (the contractors) to confirm dates for
individual houses. The stonework will also be done this summer and the
contractors (Sally Strachey Ltd) will start work on 3rd May. Hankinsons and
Sally Strachey Ltd will co-ordinate to ensure they are working in separate areas
of Drews Park. Both contractors will be aiming to minimise any inconvenience to
residents whilst this essential work is completed. I’m looking forward to seeing
the end results of these projects. The DPVA raised concerns with Aster
regarding the funding of the stonework and redecoration programs from the
existing sinking fund.
Earlier this year Aster sent a letter to leaseholders outlining what costs would
be recharged this year (22/23).
The new grounds maintenance contractor (Glendale) has started work at Drews
Park and have completed the first grass cut of the season. Further details are
included in the garden section of this newsletter.
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I hope that everyone has a happy and enjoyable summer and I look forward to
meeting residents out and about at Drews Park and at the DPVA events.
Best wishes
Judith Pamely Chairman, DPVA

INTRODUCING A NEW COMMITTEE MEMBER
Edward Williams (20
Bowes) read French and
Italian and completed his
PGCE at the University of
Cambridge. He has recently
retired from a career in
teaching, the last 37 years
of which at St Paul’s
School, London where he
became Head of Modern
Languages, then Director of
Drama and ultimately Head
of the Creative and
Performing Arts Faculty.
During his time at St Paul’s
he directed over 50
productions. He took two
years out of teaching to
gain practical experience of the professional theatre most of which he spent at
Chichester Festival Theatre and the Royal Shakespeare Company. He was also
Chief Examiner for A Level Italian for eleven years and Chair of Examiners for
six.
One of his retirement projects is to expand his range as a translator of fiction
from Italian to English. Edward has a passion for the performing and creative
arts, loves theatre and (particularly contemporary) dance and last year became
Governor of a school for the performing arts in Hertfordshire. He recently
became involved with the project to develop St Mary’s Devizes into an arts hub
and is busy helping with the programming. He and his partner have had a house
in Drews Park since 2012, loving the environment here. He joined the DPVA
committee in 2020.
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Free to Drews Park Residents & their families

A Chocolate Egg Hunt
Easter Sunday 2 pm to 4 pm
17th April
Starting in Cooke Court, the hunt will be limited to the
Drews Park grounds, the orchard and the cricket pitch.
There will be two hunts, the shorter a pushchair hunt
limited to children 7 years old and under, the longer for
8 year olds and above. All children must be
accompanied by an adult.
Why not enjoy a stroll in the fresh
FRESH AIR after your Sunday lunch,
and meet other residents now that
Spring has sprung?
To help make sure we have enough
eggs, please let us know if you plan
to attend and how many children
will be in your party. You can email
drewsnews5@gmail.com
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2022/23 SERVICE CHARGE ACCOUNTS
We have all received Aster’s letter of 14th February outlining the estimated charges
for the coming financial year which commences on 1st April. The items for Major works
and redecoration will actually come from the existing sinking fund so will not be part
of the annual service charges – hence the -£1360.50 in the list. If you think the
management fees are unusually large, this is because 15% is charged on all major work
contracts and is charged to the annual budget.
The Ground Rent invoice has been sent as an additional charge but will be included in
the monthly payment if you have opted to pay by direct debit.

BIN STORES
We have been warned by Wiltshire County Council of a big increase in the rat
population, not helped by recent bin collection strikes. Please make sure bins are fully
closed, and if a bin near you is full, use another bin store for your rubbish.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Drews Park Village Association
I would like to be a member of the DPVA
Get the lowdown on how your charges are spent and much more! If we are to have any
input into how are charges are applied we need a strong Residents’ Association!
Name …………………………………………………..

Court……………………………………..

House Number…..…………
Signature…………………………………………………………

Date …………………………

Tel no:……………………………
Email address………………………………………………………………… Owner/Tenant?
(This saves trees & postage)
Please deliver to any committee member or email details to Lisa at
lisa@drewspark.co.uk
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FLYING HIGH!
Angela has been a contributor to the newsletter for some time but she has also been a
committee member for a couple of years now. Here she tells us about an early career.
The ‘Swinging 60’s, I am an out of
work young actress, a newspaper
Ad seeking to recruit air hostesses
catches my eye and I am summoned
to an interview. This could be
extremely brief depending on the
first step …. upon the scales, no
plus sizes in the uniform
store! Having passed that initial
test, correctly named any French
red wine, I was invited to try on
the airline hat, a deerstalker in red
and black tartan which did not suit every hopeful candidate! A few weeks later, day one of
our cabin training course, which commenced in an old aircraft fuselage located on the
perimeter of London Airport, not yet Heathrow.
Above the entrance to our ‘mock up ’cabin classroom, writ in large capitals, was the British
Eagle Airways mantra, “MY PASSENGERS, THEIR CARE AND COMFORT, WITH
COURTESY’. which we dutifully chorused at the start of each day! The Director of Training
was a woman to be feared, she having been the chief stewardess of BOAC. In the days when
flying was the preserve of the privileged few! I still have my course notebooks and in
particular, copious advice on survival in the event of crashing in inhospitable terrains. The
assumption was one of considerable optimism, an ‘Unscheduled Landing ’in the Arctic would
see us building igloos and catching fish in ice holes, in the jungle skinning and cooking snakes;
in the desert making shelters from the aircraft wings while looking out for passing camel
trains. Ditching into the ocean we would float upon the waves in well-equipped life rafts
awaiting rescue. Bear Grylls would have been proud of us!
Graduation Day, wings stitched proudly on our figure skimming uniforms, we awaited
our first crewing notices which arrived by post in brown envelopes. Our routes
would be ‘long haul ’on Bristol Britannia Aircraft, known as ‘Whispering Giants’
Going down ‘The Route’ in the 1960s was a leisurely progress for crews, though
passengers endured up to 24 hours to Australia with minimal stopovers.
Most of Eagle’s passengers were £10 Pommies seeking better lives ‘down under’
and military personnel and families posted to the Far East. My first roster, as a
supernumerary tasked with making up babies’ bottles and general cabin dogsbody,
was typical; first night stop Istanbul (Turkish champagne and hotel disco).
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Second stopover, Bahrain, then a rather ramshackle desert town but we had access
to swim and sunbathe at the Gymkhana Club, third destination, for two nights,
Colombo. There was much to do in Ceylon at that time, particularly trading goods
which were unobtainable, like Wilkinson Sword Edge Razor blades which we
smuggled in and traded with the Jewelry Shop behind our hotel in exchange for
discounts on gem stones! We were able to go on excursions to the Temple
of The Tooth and visit tea plantations in the Nilgiri Hills. Our main base however
was Singapore where we often got lengthy layovers. Harold Bamberg who owned
EAGLE believed that all his crews should only stay in the best hotels available
and cabin personnel must be in the same
accommodation as the Flight Deck,
unlike most major Carriers including
BOAC. So, in Singapore we stayed in Raffles
Hotel and sipped Singapore Slings in the
famous Long Bar! Shopping was our main
daytime occupation, one could take a picture of
a couture outfit from a fashion mag, select
your fabric in Cloth Alley and have it made up
and ready to wear that same evening! From a
base in Singapore, we would operate ‘Bombay Shuttles’, white-knuckle landings into Hong
Kong’s Kai Tak Airport and complete the end of route destinations to Perth, Melbourne and
Sydney. Mostly, when we left London, we could be away for a month or more.
For the following five years I enjoyed an enviable lifestyle, working alongside the
nicest and best fun people one could ever wish to know …. we considered ourselves
a family, albeit a large one! Schedules and routes varied, including transatlantic,
and with a fleet of short haul jets, many scheduled European destinations. Always
though, crew parties, favourite ethnic restaurants, practical jokes (some of these
got us into trouble), bopping to The Rolling Stones ‘Get Off of My Cloud ’at 22,000’
on empty sectors, even sitting on the captain’s knee. while the First Officer
tactfully retreated to have a smoke ‘down the back’! ‘Bucket and Spade ’Charters
to Spain and the Balearics were often enlivened by sing-a-longs when passengers
and crew belted out old favourites, although after a particularly turbulent flight,
‘Abide With Me ’seemed more appropriate! Different Times …. Great Memories
British Eagle went into liquidation in 1968 (maybe the expensive hotel bills contributed to its
demise) but for the next 40 years, an Annual Reunion attended by ex-Eagles, Flight and
Ground staff, met in a Heathrow Hotel to rekindle friendships and exchange yarns from the
Good Old Days.
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DREWS PARK GARDENS – Spring 2022

We’re currently enjoying some beautiful sunny spring weather and it is amazing
how some warmth and sunshine has brought on the spring flowers. I must admit
that I was getting concerned that some of last autumn’s bulbs were not going to
come through this spring but in the end they are producing extra splashes of
colour around the grounds.
Aster’s new grounds maintenance contractors (Glendale) took over at the
beginning of December. Over the winter they have cut back hedges and shrubs
around the site. In Bowes Court some of the older, woody shrubs have been
heavily pruned to force new young growth which will, hopefully, provide more
attractive plants this summer.
Glendale have also done the first grass cut of the season and have very
carefully strimmed around the spring flowers that are in the grassed area.
Whilst the contractors will try to avoid cutting flowers, unfortunately it is not
going to be possible to avoid all of them, especially isolated ones!
The large number of hydrangeas need to be pruned by hand and this is done by
volunteers. The spring pruning is now almost complete, and I’d like to thank
everyone who has helped by dead-heading the plants nearest to their front
doors or tackling the job of mass pruning the remaining plants. The maintenance
work which is scheduled for this summer may challenge some of the hydrangeas
but they are very hardy plants so I hope they will be OK and still provide a good
display this summer.
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Thank you to the many residents who plant beautiful and colourful pots and tubs
which are enjoyed by all residents. Whilst Glendale looks after the hedge and
grass-cutting the general maintenance of the flower borders is done by
volunteers. The gardens at Drews Park are communal, to be shared and enjoyed
by all residents. If anyone would enjoy helping, has some ideas or would like to
donate plants then please contact me. All support will be very much
appreciated.
Garden Group – please contact Judith.Pamely@Btinternet.com
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NOTICE BOARD
Each Court has a representative. It’s not particularly onerous; just look out for new
residents and put a Welcome Pack through their door. Phone any committee
member to sign on!
(May also lead to 10% contents insurance reduction)
Peter Benns is our Neighbourhood Watch coordinator
COURT
NO
REPRESENTATIVE __ PHONE
Bowes
18
Peter Benns
739419
Burnham
12 Wyatt Norma Humphreys
724950
Chapel
1
James Norman.
07500706729
Clock Tower
9 Wyatt Genevieve Mitchell
699164
Cooke
6
Paul Morgan
07919405077
Elliot
11
Edward Lockwood
730709
Speer
3
Representative wanted
Thurnham (1-22)
Representative wanted
Thurnham (23-41)
“
Wyatt
6
Lisa Penington
739588
Elm
Emerson Smith
07428 791850
Cedar
5
Emerson Smith
“

REPAIRS TO EXTERIOR GAS BOXES - UPDATE
If the box has to be relocated only Wales and West can do it and it costs £800!
Replacement boxes that don’t have to be moved are £116.40 and while hinges and locks are
£63.60 they are free if fitted by the customer. Wales and West Utilities tel: 0800 912
2999 for general enquiries rather than the emergency number.

BOOK GROUP
Things got off to a slow start this year but we managed a ‘real’ meeting in
February. April’s book, Covid permitting, is Rosamund Lehmann’s The Weather
in the Streets.
ASTER CONTACTS
Aster offices only have a skeleton staff and this is likely to continue for several more
months, but they are working from home. Your best way to contact Home ownership staff is
to email HomeOwnershipWiltshire@aster.co.uk or telephone the main Aster contact centre
number 0333 400 8222.
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THEATRE NEWS
The Revlon Girl – Monday 28th March to
Sat.2nd April. 7.30pm. The real-life story
of mothers from Aberfan who meet to
discuss their bereavement.
Back to Black music of Amy Whitehouse,
Sat 23rd April at 7.30pm.
Love Song – Mon 23rd May to Sat 28th May
at7.30pm.
The World under the Wood (1 hr
performance) - Thurs 23rd June to Sun
26th June
You can find more information on
wharftheatre.co.uk

Members’ Contact details
Judith Pamely
Chair
728179 judith.pamely@btinternet.com
Lisa Penington
Secretary

23 Thurnham Court
6 Wyatt Court

739588 lisa@drewspark.co.uk
Norma Humphreys

Treasurer

12 Wyatt Court

Member

18 Bowes Court

Member

20 Bowes Court

Member

6 Cooke Court

Member

17 Thurnham Court

724950 norma@drewspark.co.uk,
Peter Benns
739419 peter@drewspark.co.uk
Edward Williams
739391 ejtw@aol.com
Paul Morgan
739608 prestonclarion@gmail.com
Angela Powney
739153 angelapowney1@gmail.com

Co-Opted Members
Mathew Bevan 737370
mathew@drews.park.co.uk

Webmaster
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