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SWAN ON THE CRAMMER, DEVIZES

Drews News Editor; Lisa Penington

DEAR DREWS PARK RESIDENT

Let’s start with the good news. Service
charge bills are lower than they have
been, and we see no reason for them to
rise, at least in the near future. Bills are
lower because of substantially reduced
buildings insurance and the switch to
less expensive street lighting, and
because no major repairs have been
required. The position can always
change, but for the moment we can
enjoy some savings.
Covid-19 has inevitably had an effect on
Drews Park. Many of us have been
touched by the community spirit here,
which saw neighbours looking out for each other. Enforced idleness also
brought the opportunity to get to know each other better. We had some
problems with uninvited guests and illiterate dogwalkers who occupied our
parking spaces while using the cricket pitch or Drews Pond Wood. Even so
many of us took the opportunity to socialise within the required rules and
enjoy the beautiful surroundings of Drews Park.
We need, as always, to be vigilant about development. We are conscious
that the developer who own the land adjacent to the orchard may try to
develop it, in light of proposed government changes to planning
applications. We will keep close watch on any proposals.
We expect tree specialists to come in October to deal with a number of
problems, stonework specialists to start
early next year on long awaited repairs to
our fabric. In the New Year a start will also
be made on necessary work required before
the whole place is painted externally in
2021.
Best wishes
Simon Evans

Chair, DPVA
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DREWS PARK VILLAGE ASSOCIATION
20th Annual General Meeting

The DPVA has been advised that, due to Covid19, it would not be wise to
hold our usual meeting in a confined space, as we usually do. A survey of
attendees for the last three years has confirmed that they would not wish
to attend.
Therefore, we have arranged to post the Chair’s Report, Treasurer’s Report and
Nominations for Committee membership and Officers on our website
www.drewspark.co.uk on Tuesday October 13th. 2020. Residents will then have
until Tuesday 20th October to raise any queries or make comments on the
reports. The mail address for comments or queries is drewsnews5@gmail.com.
We hope this will be a ‘one off’ but nobody knows what the situation will be next
year.

DO YOU WISH TO JOIN THE COMMITTEE?
Nomination Form for Membership of the Committee and Officer posts at the
AGM to be received by Tuesday 6th October no later than 6pm.
Name………………………………………………………. (Please print)
Post……………………………………………………………
Proposed by.......................................................
Seconded by……………………………………………………………..
Signed……………………………………………Date………
Contact number and email……………………………………………
All forms to be delivered to the Secretary, Lisa Penington at 6 Wyatt
Court no later than 6th October 2020 (post through the letter box if
absent). Forms delivered elsewhere will not be valid.
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STOP PRESS!
We have had the following information from Aster – things may change but
this is the current position –
The stonework contract has gone out to tender under Section 20 as the cost
will exceed the amount that can be spent without formal tender. There is no
result as yet but if we hear news in the near future, we will include it in the
AGM report.
Residents will also be aware that a number of consultants have been checking
the condition of the exterior of our windows, both in regard to possible defects
in the previous round of decorations and also to inform Aster about the
requirements for the next painting contract which will take place in 2022. The
interior of the windows will be inspected when the consultants, Savills, find it is
safe to do so.

APPLICATION FOR DPVA MEMBERSHIP
DREWS PARK VILLAGE ASSOCIATION
I would like to be a member of the DPVA
Get the lowdown on your charges and much more!
Name…………………………………………………Court…………………………………number……….

Signature…………………………….. Date………………………………….Tel:…………………….

Email address………………………………………………………………….Owner/Tenant?

Please deliver to 3 Speer Court or 6 Wyatt Court or any committee member
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Many of us will either have been sheltering or furloughed since late March. Thankfully things
have eased in recent months but we cannot rule out a further ‘spike’ or second phase of
COVID-19.
Now that things have eased a bit with regard to deliveries this might be the time to sign on
if you haven’t managed to get any slots before now. Many of our residents have been glad of
Heritage Foods in Coate who will deliver fresh produce. Alternatively, if you phone in your
order you can pick it up, contact free, at their headquarters, just a few minutes away.
Roses have been delivering here, fresh meat and other produce no doubt other residents
have outlets they could recommend.
The local volunteer service seems to have reduced its service (as of August), but if things
get worse in coming months. we are sure this helpful service will be resurrected.
We are very lucky to live where we do, with our extensive grounds where we can meet others
without too much fear of infection, and for walks the cricket field and Drew’s Pond Woods
are right on our doorstep.
Neighbours have been very helpful, with offers to shop for the housebound over the last few
months which has been much appreciated.
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GARDENS AT DREWS PARK
The borders that were replanted in 2018/2019 are all doing well. Thanks to
Lorraine for all her work to maintain this beautiful, colourful border in
Thurnham Court which
looked stunning this year
and has been much
admired by residents.
Earlier in the spring many
of the larger hydrangeas
were cut-back to make
them stronger and
healthier plants. At the
height of the lockdown
the hydrangeas produced
a beautiful display.
Thank you to everyone
who has helped to keep
them going by feeding
and watering during the
hot dry summer.
Thanks to Carol for taking care of Inner Wyatt and keeping the Burnham vine
under control. The woodland area and border looked very pretty.
Spring Colour
Spring bulbs provided a welcome splash of colour. Last autumn, crocus bulbs
were planted in Chapel Court and at the main entrance to Drews Park. Tulips
were added to the borders in Thurnham Court. Feedback shows that many
residents really enjoyed the new spring colour. It would be lovely to get more
bulbs planted this autumn so that we have an even better display for next
spring. Options could include planting near Elm & Cedar Courts, adding more
crocus to the display in Chapel Court, creating a wedge of colour at the entrance
to Bowes Court and underplanting the Lime Trees in Cooke and Burnham Court
and the entrance to Drews Park. However, bulb planting takes time and needs
6

volunteers to help with the planting!! If you like the idea seeing more colour next
spring and can help with planting, or have a suggestion, then please contact Judith.
In addition to the
hydrangeas and border
planting there have been
lots of colourful tubs, pots
and planters which have
made a lovely display all
around Drews Park. Thank
you to everyone who has
contributed to making
Drews Park a beautiful
place to live and cheered
up other residents during
the ‘lockdown’ summer.
you’ve enjoyed our
beautiful grounds and would like to get involved in their ongoing development, then
please volunteer to help. You don’t need to be an expert gardener or have lots of
gardening tools. Anyone who can spare a little time and enjoys working outside can
take part! If you’re interested then please contact Judith
(Judith.Pamely@btinternet.com).
Once again, many thanks to everyone who has helped to maintain our beautiful gardens
throughout the year.

CLEARING UP THE BIKE RACKS
Some of the bicycle racks, particularly in Bowes Court car park are becoming
overloaded with broken and deserted bikes. It has been suggested that bikes that
appear to be abandoned will have a sticker put on them and will be removed after 28
days. If one of the marked bikes is yours and should not be removed please email
drewsnews5@gmail.com to let us know or contact any committee member by phone.
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DOCTOR JOHN THURNHAM IN THE NEWS
You may be aware that the names of the courts in our building are (mostly)
named after the medical superintendents of the original psychiatric
hospital. John Thurnham was the first of
these, commencing his duties in 1849 as
building work commenced, thus he was able to
use his experience to advise on the layout and
equipment of the hospital. The committee
charged with setting up the hospital
(incidentally chaired by Sir John Wither
Awdry, the grandfather of Thomas the Tank
Engine author W. H Awdry), must have
congratulated themselves on the appointment
of an experienced and eminent figure in
psychiatry, or, as it would have been called in
those days, the treatment of lunacy.
Picture from Devizes Museum
Thurnham's experience had been gained as superintendent at the Friend's
Retreat, a Quaker Asylum in York. So: what brought this eminent doctor, a
Yorkshireman, to Wiltshire? It is thought that it was the attraction of
Wiltshire's rich archaeological heritage. As well as medicine, Thurnham had
made a name for himself in his home county as a keen amateur
archaeologist. Philip Steele, in his book Down Pan's Lane also suggests that he
would be intending to use his patients to help him dig as he was a firm believer
in the benefit of outdoor exercise as therapy.
In 1859 he undertook an excavation of West Kennet Long barrow. When
compared to the painstaking work and meticulous recording of modern
archaeologists the work of their Victorian counterparts is often thought of as
haphazard, but a study in 2009 commended him on his thorough examination and
recording of bones and skulls.
Thurnham's work hit the national headlines in 2013 at the opening of the
Stonehenge Visitors Centre which displays a skeleton which he excavated in
1863 from a long barrow burial mound at Winterbourne Stoke. The skeleton,
which had been stored in the vaults of a laboratory in Cambridge, was without
8

a skull initially but this was found still labelled with Thurnham's notes (in the
intervening years the skull had been misfiled with relics from Pompeii).
Of course, not everyone thinks that it is appropriate for human relics to be
displayed in an exhibition, hence the national interest. English Heritage
commissioned an expert who recreates faces of murder victims to recreate his
face, giving people from around the world the chance to see what the people
who built Stonehenge looked like. The general opinion is that he looks just like
we do, 'someone you would sit next to on a train'. He is affectionally known as
Kris (because people say he looks like Kris Kristofferson). And all thanks to our
Doctor John Thurnham!
Contributed by Carol Holmes

BLOCKED DRAINS – AGAIN!
Towards the end of July Aster’s maintenenance department had to come out
with high pressure hoses to clear a blocked and very smelly drain in Bowes
Court.
This is not the first time this has happened and residents have to pay for this
work. As previously, we have been told that the cause of the problem was
solidified fat which stopped the flow of effluent down the drain.
Some people think that
if they wash out a frying
pan with hot water and
soap liquid, that they are
safe. In fact, as soon as
it hits the cold water in
the drain it re-solidifies
and causes an expensive
problem.
Wessex water suggests
that the best way to
avoid this is to drain
every bit of frying oil or
butter into a receptacle, like a jam jar. You can store it in the under sink
cupboard until it is nearly full, them put it in the freezer for a while until it is
solid enough to scrape into newspaper or a storage bag and put into the
household waste.
9

PARKING AT DREWS PARK - A REMINDER
This is a reminder for tenants who do not have a copy of the
leasehold agreement signed by owners. As there is quite a turnover
of residents, we thought we should repeat this information.
Most people have one allocated space which is marked with their
house number. If you have a second vehicle it can be parked on a
visitor space (marked with a V), but this space is not dedicated to
you and you have no right to the same space all the time.
There are some Courts where a number of the residents’ spaces are
in an adjoining Court, probably because there is not room in the
nearest car park for all the
residents. In this case any
second vehicle should also be
parked near the designated
space.
Of course, deliveries, repair
technicians and visitors are not
aware of the designated spaces
and residents should be
tolerant if they are parked in
the wrong place for a short period of time.
However, if you are expecting a visitor it is helpful, as a courtesy to
your neighbours, to advise them to park in a space marking with a ‘V’
and NOT to park where there is a house number.
Tenants, as opposed to Leaseholders, may not be aware that parking
is limited to ‘a private motor car, motorcycle or bicycle’ according to
clause 5.39 of the Head Lease. This means that commercial vehicles
may not be permanently parked at Drews Park.
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NOTICE BOARD
Each Court has a representative. It’s not particularly onerous; just look out for
new residents and put a Welcome Pack through their door. Phone any
committee member to sign on!
(May also lead to 10% contents insurance reduction)
Peter Benns is our Neighbourhood Watch coordinator

COURT
Bowes
Burnham
Chapel
Clock Tower
Cooke
Elliot
Speer
Thurnham (1-22)
Thurnham (23-41)
Wyatt
Elm
Cedar

NO
REPRESENTATIVE __ PHONE
18
Peter Benns
739419
12 Wyatt Norma Humphreys
724950
Representative wanted
9 Wyatt Genevieve Mitchell
699164
6
Paul Morgan
07919405077
11
Edward Lockwood
730709
3
Simon Evans
730615
Representative wanted
“
6
Lisa Penington
739588
5
Emerson Smith
07428 791850
5
Emerson Smith
“

ASTER CONTACTS
Aster’s offices only have a skeleton staff and this is likely to continue to the
end of the year, but they are working from home. Your best way to contact
Home ownership staff is to email HomeOwnershipWiltshire@aster.co.uk or
telephone the main Aster contact centre number 0333 400 8222.

BOOK GROUP
Our monthly meeting has been interrupted by the need to shelter from Covid19
but we managed to hold a well distanced meeting outside in our beautiful
gardens on a sunny day in July. A glass of wine and a discussion about the books
we have been reading during these last months renewed our enthusiasm although
it is unlikely we will have our usual meetings again until we are able to visit each
others homes with some degree of safety.
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THEATRE NEWS
The Wharf Theatre remains closed
at the time of writing. We hope to
have better news before too long.

Members’ Contact details
Simon Evans
730615 simon@drewspark.co.uk

Chair

Lisa Penington

Secretary

6 Wyatt Court

Treasurer

12 Wyatt Court

Member

18 Bowes Court

Member

14 Wyatt Court

3 Speer Court

739588 lisa@drewspark.co.uk
Norma Humphreys
724950 norma@drewspark.co.uk,
Peter Benns
739419 peter@drewspark.co.uk
Carol Holmes

738062 Carolholmes77@hotmail.com
Neil Geraghty has decided to stand down after several years’ service

Co-Opted Members
Mathew Bevan 737370
mathew@drews.park.co.uk

Webmaster

Judith Pamely
Gardens 23 Thurnham Court
728179 judith.pamely@btinternet.com
IF YOU HAVE ANY PROBLEMS THAT YOU THINK WE MIGHT BE ABLE
TO HELP WITH, DON’T HESITATE TO CONTACT ANY MEMBER OF THE
ASSOCIATION

