The Newsletter of Drews Park Village Association Issue 42 autumn 2019

Many of you are aware that the garden maintenance team (Tivoli) are
contracted to cut the grass and do other tasks such as hedge
trimming. However, there are a number of garden activities which are not
covered within the maintenance cost. Some of our residents have expertise,
enthusiasm and time for gardening and enjoy doing many tasks which would not
usually be done by contractors.
The Garden Group was formed to enable residents to take part in the
development and maintenance of the gardens. The group ensures that work is
planned and coordinated in a way that doesn’t cause issues or lose the
character of our lovely grounds. The Garden Group provides a direct point of
communication between the residents, Aster and the contractors regarding all
aspects of the gardens.
Please contact the DPVA Garden Group (via Judith.Pamely@btinternet.com) if
you have any queries or to get involved with gardening and the Group.

DEAR DREWS PARK RESIDENT
This year we have seen great improvements at
Drews Park. Under the leadership of Judith Pamely
our gardening group has transformed the
appearance of our grounds. We owe them all our
thanks.
We were all mildly puzzled when a team turned up
one Monday morning and started work on our trees.
DPVA had asked Aster to carry out the first part
of some essential tree maintenance work, but the
firm Aster hired did five years maintenance work
all at once! In the process they cut down a loved
and innocent tree near the playground. Aster will replace it in the winter
with as mature a specimen as they can find. We possess five ancient and
beautiful lime trees which need regular pollarding to extend their life.
They will grow back!
Visitors often admire the appearance of our estate. Keeping it looking
nice is a responsibility we all have. The onus is on everyone to keep the
space outside their property free of clutter—including washing.
On the financial front the higher level of payments into the sinking fund
(from £250 to £554 a year for most of us) means a current balance of
about £200,000. There is little immediately planned expenditure, so we
are campaigning for a reduction (even if temporary) in the contribution
rate. We are also working with Aster to understand what happened with
recent service charge statements, which were amended at short notice.
The good news is that they were reduced.
Your committee has been trying to get Aster to undertake a long-awaited
programme of stonework repair and renovation. We hoped it would be
done this year, but it now looks like next
year.
My term of office as Chair finishes next
month, and a new Chair will take over. My
thanks to everyone for their support.

Best wishes
Simon Evans
Chair, DPVA
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DREWS PARK VILLAGE ASSOCIATION
19th Annual General Meeting

Tuesday October 22nd at 19.00hrs
At the Fox and Hounds, Nursteed Road, Devizes.
AGENDA
• Chairman’s Report
• Treasurer’s Report
• Confirmation of committee members
• Any other Business- Q and A
----------------------------------------------Nomination Form for Membership of the Committee at the
AGM to be held on Tuesday October 22nd 2019
Name………………………………………………………. (Please print)
Proposed by.......................................................
Seconded by……………………………………………………………..
Signed……………………………………………

Date………

Contact number and email…………………………………………………………………
All forms to be delivered to the Secretary, Lisa Penington at 6 Wyatt Court no
later than 15th October 2019 (post through the letter box if absent).
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DREWS PARK SERVICE CHARGES
The DPVA gets quite a few enquiries about our charges, usually at
the beginning of the financial year, in March or April, when we are
notified of the forthcoming year’s cost estimates. Note: these are
estimates based on the previous year’s costs so they may not be
accurate - at the end of the financial year we could be refunded or
surcharged, depending on the expenditure. If we are refunded it
doesn’t come back to us as cash; the refund is set against the
following year’s estimate. You will see it as a minus, usually towards
the bottom of the list.
Your Association works hard on your behalf to both check charges
and the final costs. If you are a recent Leaseholder you may wonder
how contractors are appointed. There are two main procedures for
the more expensive works. For example, annual contracts that last
more than one year must go to formal tender if the cost to any one
tenant exceeds £100pa. You will receive a Section 20 Consultation
letter informing you and asking if you would like to nominate a
contractor. You are entitled to see a specification. You will be
informed when Aster goes out to tender and you should be allowed
to comment. The landlord does not always have to choose the lowest
quote, they have to assess the conduct and reputation of the
contractor as well.

The other type of tender is for ‘major works’, those that will cost
any one Leaseholder more than £250 for the work. The procedure
is similar. We also try to make sure that even minor works that
don’t need to go to tender are ‘best value’, by asking Aster to
conduct an informal tender which may just involve them writing to
two or three firms. We worked with them recently to cut gutter
works from around £10k to £3/4k for the same specification.
If you have further queries, don’t hesitate to ask any Committee
member, who will put you on to the appropriate person.
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GOODBYE TO FRIENDS
The DPVA, as well as other friends and neighbours, were very
sad to say goodbye to two supporters
of our committee.
Dick Powney died on 3rd April in
Salisbury Hospital a few days after
suffering a rare type of brain abscess.
Dick was a long-time member of DPVA
and was friendly with many of his
neighbours who he would always take time
to chat with on his walks around Drews Park. Our sincere
commiserations to his widow, Angela. He will be missed by many.
.
We were also very sad to lose Annette
Piper, who was resident for seventeen
years and an active member of the DPVA,
contributing stories to the newsletter and
also a long-time member of the Book
Group. She is pictured here with one of
her thirteen grandchildren. Annette,
brought up in India, had a varied and
interesting life during her ninety years
and while she endured a severe illness in recent years she rarely
complained. R.I.P

ASTER CONTACTS
For your First contact please email
homeownershipwiltshire@aster.co.uk
The Housing officer post is now shared between Lisa Childs
(0149832193) Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday and Leanna Weller (new
number not allocated yet), Thursday and Friday
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GARDENS AT DREWS PARK
Maintaining over 240 Hydrangeas is a big job but once again they
have provided a beautiful display. Thanks to everyone who has
helped to keep them going (by feeding, watering and pruning)!
It has been a busy summer for the Garden Group volunteers and
several borders have been completely cleared and replanted.
Work kicked off in the spring with a Garden Group working party to
cut back some of the overgrown shrubs in Inner Bowes Court. 10
garden group members worked very hard and removed over 20 large
bags of cuttings. Thanks to their efforts the garden looks much
better.
The grapevine in Burnham
Court has thrived this
summer. Thanks to Emerson
for sorting out the new
support posts and to Carol
for helping to keep the vine
under control and let the
sunshine get to the grapes!
Thanks to Lorraine,
Genevieve, Robin and John for the work in clearing and replanting
borders in Thurnham & Wyatt Court which have produced a lovely
colourful display all summer.
The Thurnham Court lavender garden (re-planted last year) has
attracted a large number of bees and produced some wonderful
perfume.
The ivy (which had totally covered the ‘Bat’ tower in Thurnham) has
been cleared and the final overgrown area (behind the bin store) has
been cleared ready for replanting. The hedge has been cut back
hard to allow it to regenerate from the base.
Some work took place in Cooke Court this Spring to clear ivy but the
area is very dry and it is difficult to establish new plants. The plan is
to plant spring flowering bulbs this autumn and to do further pruning
to improve the area for next summer.
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Several people have asked if they can make a donation to the
gardens. Whilst Aster provide funds for replacement shrubs any
seasonal colour has relied on donations. The Garden Group would like
to plant spring
flowering bulbs around
the site and would
welcome
donations. Please
contact Judith if you
would like to donate
some bulbs.
There are more areas
of the gardens that
would benefit from TLC
and more volunteers
would be very
welcome. If you are
interested in joining the Garden Group (you don’t have to be an
expert gardener!) then please contact Judith
(Judith.Pamely@btinternet.com).
Once again, thank you to everyone who has helped to keep our
gardens looking beautiful throughout the year.
It has been lovely to get very positive feedback and know that so
many people are enjoying the improvements that have been made to
the gardens.

BOOK GROUP
Oct A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles
Nov The Towers of Trebizond by Rose Macaulay
Dec The Garden of the Finzi-Continis by Giorgio Bassani
Jan 20 Dead Souls by Nikolai Gogol
Feb The Summing Up by Somerset Maugham
Mar An Orchestration of Minorities by Chigozie Obiomo
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A LITTLE FURTHER AFIELD
Angela Powney has some suggestions for places of special
interest to visit which would make an enjoyable half day outing
from Drews Park.
WILTON WiNDMILL is 9 miles south east of Marlborough, in the
pretty village of Wilton (not the Wilton near Salisbury)! The Mill is
the only working Windmill in Wessex and it still makes whole meal
stone ground flour. The site is open all year round and with
wonderful views makes an ideal picnic spot. There is a shop and
café run by the local members of the Windmill Society open on
Sundays and Bank Holidays during Summer months, check website
for times. From the village there is a footpath to the Avon and
Kennet Canal and over a bridge to the Crofton Beam Engines. The
Swan Pub is child and dog friendly, has a garden and reasonably
priced food

LITTLECOTE HOUSE is just
outside Hungerford. Built in
1592 and now a Country House
Hotel, set in wonderful formal
gardens and parkland, is open
to the public. James 1,
Charles 11, William of Orange,
all stayed here and the only
remaining Cromwellian Chapel
can be viewed in the
house. In the grounds is a
Roman Villa, the only winged corridor villa in Britain, Wikipedia has
lots of info. For the price of a coffee or a drink in the Hotel’s
Cafe, there is a wealth of interest for everyone.

8

Cont’d
THE HEALE GARDEN is located in the scenic Woodford Valley, between
Amesbury and Salisbury. The Heale House is largely unchanged since 1651 when
Charles 11 hid there, and is set in 8 acres of glorious garden. There is a plant
centre and a cafe, opening times online.

DREWS PARK GARDENS CHARTER
Under the terms of the lease the gardens are communal. Residents do not own
the area of ground outside their front door and are not allowed to place pots etc.,
outside their homes. However, many people like to plant pots and containers and
therefore the DPVA Garden Group has worked with the landlords/owners (Aster)
and the grounds maintenance team (Tivoli) to produce the following guidelines.:
The Garden Charter is for guidance only (rather than a legal document) but is
intended to give more flexibility whilst ensuring that the overall appearance of
the gardens is maintained and any potential damage to buildings or future costs
are avoided.
•
•

•
•
•

•
•
•
•

All pots and containers are at the owner’s risk and Aster / Tivoli are not
responsible for any loss or damage caused to them.
Ideally pots should be placed near to the front door and not on the grass (or
where they will make grass cutting more difficult) as Tivoli will not move
pots.
Pots should not be placed on paths where they could become a trip hazard.
Pots and containers should be well maintained and dead plants removed
promptly.
Plants* should not be planted directly into the ground without agreement
from Aster (via DPVA Garden Group). If agreed, then the plant is deemed to
have been donated to the gardens and no compensation will be given for any
loss, damage or removal.
No plants should be removed from the ground without agreement from Aster
(via DPVA Garden Group).
Plants must not be secured to buildings without agreement from Aster (via
DPVA Garden Group).
Plants should not cause a nuisance or block neighbours’ windows.
Some communal benches are available but residents’ personal garden
furniture should be removed from the grass after use (to avoid making grass
cutting more difficult).
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TREE MAINTENANCE AT DREWS PARK
Nick Handley explains the art of pollarding to maintain growth.
The technique of pollarding trees is a very old practice that goes
back to medieval times
involving the removal of the
top branches of the tree
and cutting back to the
main stem. This was done to
help the tree produce
stronger denser growth
from the pollard points,
which traditionally meant a
faster harvest of timber
for various agricultural
purposes. This practice
actually helps the tree live for longer, as long as pollarding is carried
out as part of a routine maintenance programme.
The lime trees at Drews Park had been pollarded at some point in
their history. They were then neglected. That is why the recent
tree survey recommended that they were pollarded again, as
prolonged re-growth from
pollarded points can produce an
unsafe crown. Due to the location
of these trees it was important
that this work was undertaken.
You should see vigorous re-growth
on the trees within next year’s
growing cycle.
It’s always a shock when the trees
we are used to are pollarded but
they normally recover quickly and it really does prolong their life!
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NOTICE BOARD
Each Court has a representative. It’s not particularly onerous; just look out for new
residents and deliver a Welcome Pack. Phone any committee member to sign on!
(May also lead to 10% contents insurance reduction) Peter Benns is our
Neighbourhood Watch coordinator

COURT
Bowes
Burnham
Chapel
Clock Tower
Cooke
Elliot
Speer
Thurnham (1-22)
Thurnham (23-41)
Wyatt
Elm
Cedar

NO
REPRESENTATIVE __ PHONE
18
Peter Benns
739419
12 Wyatt Norma Humphreys
724950
Representative wanted
9 Wyatt Genevieve Mitchell
699164
4
Mathew Bevan
727370
11
Edward Lockwood
730709
3
Simon Evans
730615
Representative wanted
“
6
Lisa Penington
739588
Emerson Smith 07428 791850
5
Emerson Smith
“

TRIAL OF LED LIGHT BULBS
Before long our street light bulbs will be obsolete and unobtainable. We will be
switching to longer lasting LED lights. A trial will take place shortly on lights
near Lower Wyatt car park – lights 9 and 14 will be the trial lamps. If you care
to choose between the white light and the soft light you can email
drewsnews5@gmail.com or phone any member with your selection. We will go
with the majority.

DPVA MEETINGS
The DPVA is your residents’ Association and is an official organization
supported by legislation. Committee members have no additional rights to other
leaseholders but are able to examine accounts and represent other tenants if
they wish. You are welcome to observe our meetings (four or five a year) and
everyone is eligible for nomination to the Committee. Nomination form - page 3.
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Theatre News

Probably the Best Comedy Songs in the World ever ... maybe! A Medley of
songs. Friday 4th October at 7.30pm.
Only Fools and Boycie Saturday 12th October
at 7.30pm.
Living Together by Alan Ayckbourn from 21st
to 26th October 7.30pm. Duncan Norvelle |
Maggie Regan, Comedians/Impressionists.
Friday 1st November 3pm and 7.30pm. The
London Philharmonic Skiffle Orchestra
Friday 8th November, 3pm The Bird Show,
a family comedy, Saturday 9th November at 2pm. Cinderella, Friday 6thSaturday 14th. At 7.30pm (no performances 8-9) Matinees Saturdays at
2.30pm.
Members Contact details

Simon Evans
Chair
730615 simon@drewspark.co.uk

3 Speer Court

Lisa Penington

Secretary

6 Wyatt Court

Treasurer

2 Wyatt Court

739588 lisa@drewspark.co.uk
Norma Humphreys

724950 norma@drewspark.co.uk
Peter Benns

Member

18 Bowes Court

Member

9 Wyatt Court

739419 peter@drewspark.co.uk
Robin Mitchell

739153 dick@drewspark.co.uk
Neil Geraghty
Member
neil.geraghty@btinternet.com
Judith Pamely
Member
728179 judith.pamely@btinternet.com

Co-Opted Member
Mathew Bevan 737370

Webmaster

2 Thurnham Court
23 Thurnham Court

4 Cooke Court

